Welcome to the September 2014 issue of Seminars in Cardiothoracic and Vascular Anesthesia. SCVA continually strives to present broad-based coverage of pertinent topics in cardiothoracic medicine, and this month we have a nice mix of review articles, original research articles, and our Roundtable Discussion.
From Marfan's Syndrome to Double Outlet Right Ventricle-And Everything in Between
Nathaen S. Weitzel, MD 1 of Marfan's syndrome. 3 The authors provide information on pathophysiology, diagnosis, medical management, and of course extensive coverage of the surgical management for aortic disease in Marfan's patients. The anesthetic considerations are outlined in detail for the provider to consider based on the type of surgical approach used. Finally-as part of our Congenital Cardiac Forum-Dr Spaeth has authored an excellent review detailing the critical issues involved in treating patients born with double outlet right ventricle. 4 The article covers the entire picture from pathophysiology and development, to anatomic descriptions, to specific concepts in anesthetic management based on lesion type.
For original research publications, there are 2 articles of interest to our readers. The first by Dr Stumpner and colleagues looks into the role of COX-1 and COX-2 in the area of cardiac ischemia and anesthetic postconditioning. 5 This article has an accompanying guest editorial by Dr Tobias Eckle, providing readers with some additional background on the importance of this area of research, which is an excellent read in its own right. The second article written by Dr Hamilton and colleagues examines the efficacy of early extubation following pediatric open heart surgery. 6 This retrospective study compares a group managed with early extubation criteria to the standard extubation protocols in a pediatric population and demonstrates good outcomes for early extubation in this group.
Finally, the September issue features a Roundtable Discussion from a group of experts that focuses on managing patients with hemophilia C undergoing cardiac surgery. The Roundtable Discussion format is a case-based review on critical topics where our editor, Greg Janelle, gathers experts from a variety of disciplines to provide comprehensive coverage in how to clinically manage these difficult scenarios. I hope you enjoy this issue.
